The retreat continued through the Terhi Kothi,
the Farhat Bakhsh, and Chhattar Manzil palaces
and still the enemy were quiet. Outram's men passed
silently through Sir Colin's posts and down a narrow
lane, taking up their positions at last in front of the
Dilkusha. As soon as the lane was clear the most
advanced posts of Sir Colin's force began to fall back.
Suddenly there came a burst of firing from the
Kaisarbagh, and for a moment it was feared that
the enemy had observed the retreat and were about
to sally out in force. Fortunately one of the Naval Bri-
gade's rocket carts was still available, and after a few
Congreve rockets had been sent into the Kaisarbagh
the enemy there ceased fire. They were still firing
into the Residency, however, and it was not till long
after daylight that they found the place was emptv.
Birch, was not the last man out. Captain Water-
man, 15th Native Infantry, had fallen asleep at the
Brigade Mess after his name had been called, and
awoke at two o'clock to find himself alone. He went
to every outpost in turn, but they were all deserted.
Panic seized him 5 he ran out of the gate and through
the palaces, which were silent too, and when at last
he came up with the rearguard the shock had un-
hinged his mind.
Next morning the following appeared in General
Orders:
1. 'The Commander-in-Chief has reason to be
thankful to the force he conducted for the relief of
the garrison of Lucknow.
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